                                                        ANGELS
(Homily delivered at Our Lady of Guadalupe Church in Windsor,CA. at 5p.m Liturgy on 12/31/2011 and at 9 a.m. Sunday Liturgy on 1/1/2012 - Caution: this is only a partial study from my research about Angels.)

For the Hebrew people, the names of people and places mean everything and have a deep significance. Ex: Massah and Mereeba

Massah means, this is the place where their faith was tested. They were tempted and golden –Calf, and Baal-Temptations took place, and Israel was provoking their God.

Mereeba means, this is the place where they quarreled and complained against God and Moses and others. There were many complaints. Similarly, there is some History behind the names of Angels as well.
 
The Hebrew Bible and the New Testament mention only two of the angels by name: Gabriel and Michael. Raphael appears in the book of Tobit. This book has come down to us in the Greek version only, though both Hebrew and Aramaic fragments of this book have been found among the Dead Sea scrolls. Neither Jews nor protestant /Christians consider Tobit as Canonical, though the council of Trent decreed that Catholics include it among the inspired texts of the Bible. In Today’s biblical research however, a vast majority of Jewish scholars and protestant Biblical scholars accept the book of Tobit as they do some other books in the bible. (The Book of Tobit has been translated from Greek to Latin and is in the Catholic bible.)

1. GABRIEL: means God is my worrier. Daniel 8:16, 9:21.
Without Gabri-El, Daniel couldn’t discern the hidden meaning of the vision that he saw.
Gabriel is an interpreting angel. It was associated with the petitionary prayer (1 Enoch 10:10) Gabriel guards the entrance to paradise/heaven, and as you are going to heaven, at the gate you will see this angel. Gabriel is the angel that supervises the dragons and cherubim who guard the entrance to paradise. God placed a Cherubim to guard the way to the Tree of Life. (Genesis 3: 24) Gabri-el goes around saying that God is my security, God is my defense. Gabriel announces the birth of both John the Baptist and Jesus. Gabriel is a messenger who re-tell the stories of eschatological significance and insures people like Mary of Nazareth, her choice to be in God’s overall  plan of salvation.( Gabriel can be thought of as a patron saint for Media, Good presidential elections and for those who work in the insurance companies to get rid of corruption and greed.)
 
2. MICHAEL / Mi-ki-el: praised God saying who is like God? Biblical texts mention the name Michael five times. (Daniel 10:13, 21; 12: 1, Jude 9: Rev.12:7) Michael’s role in the ancient Literature is decidedly a military one. One of the four archangels who stands at the throne of God.
(Sariel, the fourth archangel is written in the shields of the war rules of Qumran army (1 QM) found in the Dead Sea scrolls).On their helmets, you find the pictures of the 4 archangels. He usually appears in battle array with a defeated Dragon at his feet. To defend us in Battle is a long standing tradition in prayer for the Israel and for the Catholics too.
Job description/or duties: open the gates of heaven for the righteous. He will always defeat Satan and he is the mediator. Michael’s character shows that he is an intercessor with God, not only for Israel but also for the entire world. Jude: 9 calls Michael an archangel and refers to a tradition about a conflict that Michael had with Devil over the body of Moses. (The usage of ‘Over my dead body ’comes from this tradition)

3. RAPHAEL whose name means God heals. Raphael gives remedy or solutions. Raphael intervenes to restore Tobit’s sight. He also protects Tobias in his travels and leads him to his future bride , Sarah. Before Tobias and Sarah can marry, Raphael has to defeat the evil spirit Asmodeus who made Sarah a widow seven times. (He is the Patron saint for Marriage-prep. classes and for those searching for brides/bridegrooms) Like Michael who defeats Satan and casts him in to a pit, Raphael defeats another leader of the rebellious angels, Azazel (1 Enoch 10:4) Raphael then is able to heal the earth. Raphael constantly questions Michael about the severity of the punishment that the rebellious angels have to bear; they are so horrible and she suggests that God’s mercy can also be for the worst of criminals. “Why don’t we check with God Almighty?” she says to Michael and Michael gets upset at the question and flies away. Catholic tradition on death penalty also comes from here. Raphael’s power is directed against physical maladies. It protects travelers from harm and protects people from the attacks of Demons who can inflict bodily injury.
Elderly or young people who sometimes lose their balance and fall down and hurt themselves, pray to this angel. In the book of Tobit the author uses Raphael as the means to keep God very close to the believers while at the same time preserving the distance between the human and the Divine. Raphael stands as one of the seven angels that stand before the divine presence. (Tobit 12:15)

Two Important Quotes:

1. “Angels heralded the Birth of the savior, (Lk.2: 8-14) they were not the savior. Only Jesus and his saints show us by example what it is to be holy humanly. Finally Jesus said what no angel could say: “Take up your cross and follow me” (Matt.16:24) “_ (this quotation is from Fr. George T Montague, Bible today 1995 Nov.)

2. When I was a kid, my mother’s way of encouraging me to go and serve at early morning Mass or at the Benediction at my home parish of St.Anne’s was by saying this: “Although angels are great and magnificent beings, even they cannot come down from heaven to serve closely at the altar, kneeling in front of the Blessed sacrament (Santissimo) in the Monstrance. Only a good child like yourself can do that, if you get up early for mass. They, the angels, have the wings maybe, but it is you who have the feet to walk to church and help the Father at the Altar”. (This quote was repeated 100’s of times by my deceased, darling mother, Agnes Croos Peries).
  
 

